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1. Fernando VALERA, acting prime minister of the Spznish Republican Governmeni-
in-Exile, visited Paul-Henri SPAAK, former prime minister of Belglum in late
Noverber or early December 1949, o propose that SPAAK, in his capacity as

Pregident of the Covncil of Furope, act as nedistor in the search for &

solution of the Spanish problem. The aim wwuld be to Jdemoeratize Spain se
that she could participate as an active member of the Western bloc.

2. VALTRA's arguzenbs worce that the experience of recent years and FRAKCO's cwn
nature have demonetratod that the FRANCO regine i wwlle bo demceratize
itself; that acceptance of FRANCO as a "colleague" by :ne democratic world
will bte very difficuit; that for the gocd of Spain, of Eorope, and of the
testern democracies, it is necessery to replace the FRANCC reglme without
violerce, The problem consists, then, of finding the Jormula through which
the necessary pressure can be exerted to force FEANCO out, substitutiug for
bim a transitional government to conduct free elections.

5. Communism will present no denger, VALDRA said, unliess Spaniards coms to believe
definitively that the only way to get rid of FRARCO is through Communism. If
the democracies assume the rols of liberater, Comzuniss representation in free
elections will be negligible. The mission of the Republican Institviions, snd
hence the reason for their conbinued existence, is to insure that Spain be per—
mitted to express her will democratically.

L, The difficulty, said VALERA, 1ies in finding a mediater who inspires confi
in all the peninsuvler democrats ard also in the \.estern democracies, espe
the United States and Crest Britain. The rcle of this personality would
negotiate smong all the opposition groups the establishment of a previsionsi
goverrment, puaranteeing a non=viclent transitory ‘situation, SPAAK, as &
significant European figurs, with a definitively western character, could
logicelly intervene in this matter. VALERA assured SPAiK that the latterc
intervention would be received with unanimovs enthusiesm, not only ty the
democrate in exile, but also by the majority and the best among thosze who ,
having helped FHANCO to power, now are anxicus tc¢ get rid of him - not excepte
ing the “rmy, VALERA added, SPALE, endowed with the confidence of Spanish
elenents and supported by all the European democratic srganizations, covld
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negotiate effectively with the US to find the means {0 replace FRAFCO
by a regime which would permit the integration of Spain into the irter—
naticnal sphere.

SPALK indicated thav he considered VALIRA®s sugpestion responsive to
Furcopean necsssity. In turn he suggested an initial »nian, as follcws:

a. The Republican Government in Txile would make a public statemernt alony
the lines of VALERA's exposition to SPLaK. '

b, Simultancously, a numerous and select groyp of Luropean derperets
would issue a manifesio, adopbing the idea of the republican deelaraticm.
This group of persorallities would be selected by STAAK, whe would under-
take to collect the signatures of the individual npersonzlities,

€. SPAAK then would take up the problem directly with the US Covernmeri:,

: seelddng the most practical means to force FRANCO Lo abardon pover to ¢
zovernmant for whose fovmation SPALK woeuld consen: to be mediator. e
US, added SPA&K, is in a pesition %o exercise this pressure without {ihw
Jeast violencey; FRANCO would not resict for a moment a resoluie
suggestion which came from Washington.

d. PMegotiation mus% be started immediately, added SPizK. 4% the meeting
ef the i Assembly in Harch, the USSR vill probably use the Spanish
situation as a pawm zgainst the western democracies, It is advisstle
to forestall thal move.

VALIEPA, immediately after his conference with SPLAK, wrote to Alvaro de
ALBOFNOZ, Republican Prime Hinister, who is in Mowico, relaying SPhaK's
suggestions.  ALBOBNOZ opposed interventiocn by the Hopublican Govermment
as sush, beb left the door open to mome other proceduwre for continuing the
negotiations . .

About: mid-December, VALERA discussed the matter with Jose Antondo de ACUITIIE,
President ol the Basque Government in exile, who gave bils blessing to
collszboration with SPAAK, although he concidered that o manifesto zlonp he
lines set out in 5 b above vould be dismisced as jusi another petifion ow
behalf of the Kepublican Covernment in exile, 45 the instrument for
colleboration, AGUIRRE suggested the Consejo Federal spafiol, a group of
liberal Spaniards which has honorary membership in ths Council of Furoge
headed by SPAAK., The Consejo Federal is widely representative, including
among others Salvador de MADARIAGA, ljberal lenanchis, Rodolfo LLCPIS,
Socizlist, and Republican, Basque and Catalan repressnbatives. VALERA
agreed with AGUIRRS, and anticipated that ALBORNOZ would have no objectice
Lo collaboration belween the Consejo Federsl and SPALY. There would thex
renain the task of persuading the other political forzes, especially the
Socizlists and the Monarchists, to accept the idea.
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